Disability-Affirming Hymn Rewrites
October 2025

Over the years I've been asked to rewrite (or add a verse) to popular hymns to
try to minimize harm or improve disability representation in some way. Here are
some attempts at doing so, while maintaining the spirit of the original hymn.
These rewrites are free to use with attribution. (such as “new lyrics by Rev.
Jacob Nault, musician, disability activist, and pastor in the United Church of
Christ. Find out more at www.jacobnault.com”)

Amazing Grace (alternate first verse)
Why use this instead? Many people have been clamoring for an alternative
first verse to “Amazing Grace” to remove the link between sin and physical
blindness. Though admittedly a product of its time and surely true in some way
for John Newton, it has been deeply harmful for many people who experience
blindness in congregations and has been given various “tongue-in-cheek”
revisions over the years. (My favorite snarky version is, “was blind and still can’t
see!”) These rewrite options retain positive language of embodiment, while
also reminding ourselves what truly “amazing grace” actually means:

Amazing grace! Amazing grace!

How good that I'm God’s constant love
Forgiven, loved and free! Forgives me, sets me free!
All that | am is blessed by God My body, mind, and spirit thrive

Who made each part of me. In loving company.

For Everyone Born (additional verse)

Why use this? The original does not have disability representation. One
context used this in substitution of the “abuser/abused” verse which has
caused some difficulty for survivors of sexual violence.

For bodies and minds

A place at the table

For making a way, accessible space
For setting a goal, and learning together
For bodies and minds, compassion and grace
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O Christ the Healer, We Have Come (additional verse)

Why use this? This is a popular hymn often used for “healing services”. It does
a better job than some of incorporating ways the world needs to be healed,
rather than just our bodies or minds, but an additional verse might make the
connection clearer that spiritual healing can come whether our physical bodies
are healed or not.
So many struggles to belong,
Too many pitied words of prayer.
Show us instead in bodyminds
Your sacred likeness present there.

One Bread, One Body (additional verse)
Why use this? This is not a substitution, but an addition to an already inclusive
hymn. This could be helpful when accessibility is celebrated in your church, and
Communion will also be served.
Bodies and minds
Each one belongs
In the embrace of Christ

Open My Eyes (Abre mis ojos) (Alternate verses)

Why use this instead? As they are, the original lyrics could unintentionally
marginalize people who are blind or deaf. Try these lyrics which pray for
changes to systems rather than bodies. (Spanish translation on next page)
Open our minds, Lord, help us to think like You
Changing the systems so all can belong

Open our hearts, Lord, help us to love like You
Help us be free from assumptions and fear

Transform our world, Lord, help us to honor You
Give us Your love for all bodies and minds.
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Open My Eyes (Abre mis ojos) (Alternate verses)
(Spanish translation by Rev. Marcelino Rivera)

Abre nuestras mentes, Sefior, ayudanos a pensar como tu.
Cambiando sistemas para que todos podamos pertenecer.

Abre nuestros corazones, Seinor, ayudanos a amar como tu.
Ayudanos a liberarnos de suposiciones y del miedo.

Transforma nuestro mundo, Senor, ayudanos a honrarte.
Danos amor, por todos los cuerpos y mentes.

[ plan on revising and adding to this document over time.
Be welcome to subscribe to my mailing list so you're

always “in the know” when | update it!

Would you like a hymn rewrite or an original hymn for
your congregation? Send me a note at
www.jacobnault.com.

Thank you tor your dedication

to choosing hymns which offer

fair and positive representation
of your disabled siblings in

Christ!
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